
Is 
maintenance 

appropriate after 
considering the  
§ 504(a) factors?

Is the parties’ 
combined gross 
income less than 

$250,000?

Does 
the payor have  

a child support or 
maintenance obligation  

from a previous relationship?

Maintenance 
guidelines  

need not be 
applied

Maintenance 
guidelines  

presumptively apply, 
unless court finds 
reason to deviate

Calculate maintenance amount. Maintenance amount equals  
30% of payor’s gross income minus 20% of payee’s gross income. 
BUT, amount is capped: when maintenance amount is added to 
payee’s gross income, it cannot exceed 40% of the parties’ combined 
gross income.

Calculate maintenance duration.  Multiply length of marriage 
(at time dissolution was commenced) by relevant factor: 5 years of 
less (.20); more than 5 years but less than 10 years (.40); 10 years or 
more but less than 15 years (.60); or 15 years or more but less than 
20 years (.80). If over 20-year marriage, court has discretion to award 
permanent maintenance. If less than 10-year marriage, court may 
designate a permanent termination date for maintenance.
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Do the Maintenance Guidelines Apply to Your Case?


